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18th February 2022 
Dear Parent / Carer, 
 
We have had a busy term so far, and I am pleased to report that Prelims have been completed by 
the majority of our Senior Phase students.  I’d like to thank pupils for their hard work and commitment 
to their schoolwork these last few weeks - we understand how hard it is had been, especially with 
the ongoing issues of Covid still present in our communities 
 
This term we have noticed a significant rise in incidents where pupils have been using their phones 
inappropriately.  The school understands that in the 21st century, our young people have mobile 
phones as a method of communication between home and peers, and that some students and 
parents feel the need to bring a mobile device to school.  As a school, we would prefer our young 
people to enjoy their breaks, socialising without electronic equipment, but we do allow pupils to 
access their phones at break and lunch. We ask that students do not use their phones in corridors, 
or in classes, without specific permission from their teacher and we would be grateful for parental 
support in this.  Using the camera to film staff or pupils without consent is not permitted.  We are 
hoping to have a parents meeting about internet and phone safety at some point next term.  
 
It has been unfortunate that we have had a number of false fire alarms this term, and whilst we have 
emailed all students and had assemblies regarding this, I’d like to take the opportunity to ask 
Parents/Carers to spend some time reflecting with their children as to how the whole community 
were affected by these events:  

 Senior students prelims were not only disrupted or postponed, but the situation put further 
stress and anxiety to those already worried about their examinations. 

 Teachers needed to reschedule work for classes due to the disruption, and had to alter exams 
to provide valid evidence for the SQA.  

 The Mears staff and I needed to investigate these incidents, which took up a considerable 
amount of time as we spoke to all pupils who were not in classes at those times. 

 The Retained Firefighters- had to stop whatever job they were doing to come out to assess 
the situation EVERY TIME a fire alarm was set off.   Indeed, as we only have one crew in 
Portree, this also stopped the crew from attending real fires.  As the school is classed as a 
PRIORITY Response, the service needs to respond immediately. This happened a  
fortnight ago, where they had to turn back from fighting a fire  to check on the school. 
Luckily, no lives were endangered in this situation, but there could be life-threatening 
situations in a future scenario. 
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I’m sure you need no reminding, but school will be closed to all students from Monday 21st to 
Wednesday 23rd February- both staff and students are looking forward to a well-deserved rest!  On 
our return on Thursday 24th February, Covid vaccines will be administered by the Ambulance 
Service on the Vaccination Bus for all pupils who require a vaccine.  Students must have a completed 
consent form with them on the day, so could you please ensure that your child brings their completed 
Vaccine Consent form to school with them when the school returns next week.  Pupils will be notified 
of the time of their appointments on Thursday. 
 
 
Finally, I wish to remind you that from 28th February, pupils have the option to remove their face 
coverings in class if they wish, but the legislation states that face coverings should still be worn in 
corridors and communal areas, unless eating.   We continue to hand out test kits proactively to all 
staff and pupils, and we are strongly encouraging all of our staff and pupils to test twice-weekly 
at home and help keep our school/setting safe.  
Further information for parents is at: www.parentclub.scot/articles/covid-19-testing-staff-and-pupils, 
Frequently Asked Questions for young people, designed in partnership with Young Scot, can be 
found here: https://young.scot/get-informed/national/coronavirus-covid-19-testing-for-young-
people-at-school.  
 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
Tony Breen, Head Teacher 

 

S3 Parents’ evening- THURSDAY 10th MARCH 
(online) 
S4-6 Course Choice Information Evening-
WEDNESDAY 16th March (online)  
 

PLEASE LOOK AT OUR WEBSITE for any further updates and information. 
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 • Students can use their mobile phones during break and lunch.  
• Students cannot play music through speakers. 
• Mobile phones are not allowed to be used in the classroom unless at direct request of Staff.   
Phones must be switched off during lessons and be placed in lockers or school bags. 
• Students will NEVER take photos of others or film in or out of the classroom on a personal 
phone, unless under teacher instruction (it is a criminal offence to take images of others 
without permission).  
•If mobile devices are required as a teaching/learning tool then the teacher will give 
permission for mobile phones to be used for that actual period and this cannot be used as 
permission in other lessons. 
• Students must not use their phones whilst walking along the corridors at any time of the day. 
• When talking to a member of staff anywhere the Student must put the phone away if 
requested; using the phone whilst someone is talking to you is an example of poor manners. 
• Students using mobile phones will be asked to put them away.  If the phone is used again, it 
will be confiscated and passed to a member of the Senior Leadership Team for the student to 
collect at the end of the day.  
• If Students continue to abuse the use of phones, parents will be asked to come in to school 
to collect them. 
• Please note the responsibility for correct use of mobile phones always rests with the Student. 
Even if a phone is confiscated we shall accept no responsibility for any damage or loss. 
• Students cannot use a mobile phone in an exam or assessment – even as a calculator (as per 
SQA regulations). 

Mobile Phone Policy 

Over recent years there has been a huge culture shift regarding mobile phones, especially smart phones. 

They are used by the general public as a useful tool for much more than just making phone calls. A 

general ban in school is both near sighted and outdated and we believe that we should be preparing 

young people to use modern technology in a safe and responsible way. 

 

 


